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Dec 15, 2015 - Letter of Recommendation for TANISHA TAITT
To whom it may concern,
I have worked closely with Tanisha Taitt for 6 years now -- she as the Director of the Toronto Children’s Peace Theatre, and I, as the Musical Director – and, as such have had the unique opportunity to see her in a variety of artful settings.
As a musician, her sensibilities are that of a seasoned professional, but couple those instincts with her depth as a lyricist and you have a recipe for deeply introspective song creation.
As a theatrical writer, I’ve had the opportunity to view her works on stage.  They have always left me nothing short of stunned.  I mean “stop-you-in-your-tracks 4 days later to contemplate what you saw earlier in the week” kind of stunned.  Tanisha’s ability to carve a compelling narrative from what society might deem as “dangerous” source material has always made her plays so compelling to audiences.  But moreover, leaves audiences looking inward and asking hard questions of themselves.
As an advocate for social justice, she is a keen practitioner and I’ve seen first hand her effect on children and adults alike.  She has a penchant for insightful commentary coupled with pointed analysis.  Time and time again she has taken to social media to air her views, and every time I read her exposition – I find myself nodding soberly in agreement. 

As a human being, she represents what could be considered an evolutionary step.  A Darwinian leap forward.   Because she works EVERYDAY to be better than she was yesterday.   To live by a set of principles.  To be analytical and critical, while still being nurturing and humane.  I can’t say enough about her as a person, let alone an artist.

The idea that she might have the opportunity, through this funding, to produce this play is nothing short of thrilling.  Not just for myself – as a fan of her work -- but for anyone interested in modern, visionary theatre, that will push boundaries and take risks to get it’s message across.  I have no doubt Tanisha’s play FORCE, dealing with sexual violence, will be an incisive look at an issue that is only spoken of in whispers… in the shadows.  I believe strongly her work with shine light into those dark corners, and give voice to the unsaid.  
She is a one-of-a-kind artist, capable of fusing music, theatre, social justice and humanity, to create a backdrop for addressing issues of sexual violence. 
I, therefore, most heartily recommend Tanisha Taitt for full funding for her commitment to social justice, her depth of musicality, and her unbridled skill as a writer/thinker/expressionist.  She will use musical theatre to tell a POWERFUL story and is most deserving of your support.
Thank you.[image: image4.jpg]




Brownman Ali – trumpeter / composer / bandleader
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BROWNMAN ALI -- BIO

"... one of the next great voices in the new generation of jazz improvisers"

-- Randy Brecker, grammy award winning trumpet legend

Heralded as “Canada’s preeminent Jazz trumpeter” by NYC’s Village Voice, Brownman Ali - born on the small Caribbean island of Trinidad, & schooled in NYC - is a multiple award-winning NYC-schooled protégé to his teacher, Grammy-winning trumpet legend, Randy Brecker.  He tirelessly leading 7 unique ensembles of his own including the internationally acclaimed Miles Davis nfluenced BROWNMAN ELECTRYC TRIO, and the award-winning CRUZAO latin-jazz quintet.  In high demand in the the studio world with over 300 CD appearances to date, Brownman delivers stylistically authentic horn playing over a wide range of styles from bebop to hiphop.  He is considered to be one of the most unique and provocative improvising trumpet players on the scene today and is widely regarded as a vanguard for the evolution of Jazz in Canada.  A highly decorated player, his accolades include several National Jazz Awards, a CBC Galaxie Rising Star award, a SOCAN composers award, a Toronto Independent Music Award, an induction into the WHO'S WHO IN BLACK CANADA, a BRAVO! channel documentary on his life, NOW magazine naming him "Jazz Artist of the Year", CBC Radio Canada named him "one of the most recorded trumpet players in Canadian history", the Trinidad & Tobago Consulate General awarded  him with a citation for being a "Distinguished National of Trinidad", and is listed by Air Canada as one of the "Top 10 reasons to visit Toronto".
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